I N
RESPECTFUL MEMORY
OF

HAROLD EDWI N MI NER

Ni ne o’ cl ock Wednesday eveni ng, January 11, 1967, at his Munster,

I ndi ana hone, in his seventy-eight year; narked the passing of the
Cal unet Region’s nost widely known and certainly its nost col orful
figure of the notorious prohibition era of the 1920's; during which
period Harold E. “Doc” Mner had served in the United States
Marshall’s O fice with such spectacul ar effectiveness that national
attention had been directed to the nore than six hundred raids and
over one thousand arrests during one six nonths period of his hectic
two year span of enforcenent activity; together w th nunmerous nenbers
of the vicious Al Capone Mb; and which had culmnated in an
unprecedented record of prohibition enforcenent convictions anywhere
in the nation, approximately ninety percent, and resulting in M ner
bei ng summoned to Washington to testify before a Senate Conmttee,
studyi ng enforcenent legislation. |Indeed, the prohibition era while
constituting a highly sensational interlude in the varied and eventf ul
career of the late “Doc” Mner, as he cane to famliarly known for

al nost a half century; yet it was only a brief incident in a truly
fantastic career, that was in many ways rem ni scent of the w de range
of bizarre activities that characterized the intriguing existence of
the late “Mark Twain”; while interestingly, nuch of the sane

M ssissippi river |ocale served as the early environnmental setting for
bot h nmen.

Born at Nel son, Nebraska, October 25'", 1889, the son of Daniel and Eva
Ackerman M ner; the famly noved to Peoria, Illinois, during the late
ni neties, where father Daniel Mner died in 1898 | eaving his young
famly consisting of Wfe Eva, son Harold and daughter Maude
practically penniless. Follow ng her husband’s death, Eva M ner noved
with her two children to a cottage in her girlhood hone-town of
Kirkwood, Illinois, where the nother was able to secure enpl oynent to
support her famly; however, before Harold could finish the common
school, his nother’s health declined to where she was conpelled to
cease working; thus causing Harold to | eave school, before reaching
the age of fourteen years, in order that he m ght assune the support
of his nother and younger sister. It was at this tine that he was
able to secure enploynent as a helper to the |ocal CB&Q Rail way
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station agent and found an opportunity to begin the study of

tel egraphy with the help and assistance of the station master; and

Wi th such success that within the incredible period of a few nonths he
had acquired enough proficiency as an operator, that by advancing his
age he was able to officially qualify as a tel egrapher and was
assigned by the CB&Q to be third-trick operator at the Prairie du
Chien, Wsconsin station. In later years, he liked to recall an

i ncident that occurred one blustery wi nter night when he was working
alone in the Prairie du Chien station; which was al so a junction
station with the C&NW Rai l road, and it so happened that a | one
traveler alighted fromthe m dni ght Burlington passenger train and
entered the station waiting roomto await arrival of a Northwestern
passenger train, scheduled for the sane four hours later. The
tenperature being well below zero and the waiting-room being poorly
heat ed; and whereas the travel er had the appearance of inportance;
Mner invited the stranger into the confortable office area. The man
readily accepted the invitation and proceeded to introduce hinself as
Governor Robert M LaFollette, of Wsconsin;, whomthe teen aged

t el egrapher soon found to be the nost interesting and infornmative
individual that it would ever be his privilege to encounter; while the
Governor, who |like Mner had al so been orphaned at an early age and
forced to struggle for an education, urged the young-nman to read and
study to educate hinself, as well as to | earn as nuch as possible
concerning his country’'s history and to becone active in public
affairs. Furthernore, sone twenty years follow ng, when M ner was
maki ng an appearance before a U S. Senate Commttee and was escorted
into the Senate dining-room at lunch tine, by Senator Janes E. Watson
who proceeded to introduce himto Senator Robert M LaFollette, the
W sconsin Senator | ooked himsteadily in the eye, for a nonent, the
exclainmed, - “Harold Mner the tel egraph operator at Prairie du
Chien.”

Deprived of further formal schooling, Mner devoted all possible tinme
to research and study; soon becom ng well versed in electricity,

chem stry and kindred subjects, it was al so noteworthy, that |ike Abe
Lincoln in his diligent research after know edge, he acquired a
versatil e vocabul ary together with an expertness in spelling that
woul d have been highly creditable to a college trained person. He

al so becane so authorative in his study of chemstry, that while yet
in his early thirties, this man who had not been privileged to
graduate fromthe commopn school, was enployed for two years as an
instructor in chemstry at the Pal ner College, of Davenport, and
occasionally would nention that Pat Flannagin, |ater a fanous sports
announcer, as well as “Fi bber McGee & Molly”; also of later radio
fame, had been students in his Palnmer chem stry classes; and it was
al so that while an instructor at Pal mer school that he first net his
wife to be, who was al so a student there at that tine.



In his early twenties, Mner had becone so adept in tel egraphy, that
he was nmade Wre Chief in the Burlington dispatcher’s office at La
Crosse, Wsconsin; while a few years later he was transferred to a

i ke assignment at tumva, lowa. Furthernore, fromnear the tine
that he was eligible by age, he was inducted into Masonry at the

Li ncol n Masoni ¢ Lodge, of Kirkwood, in 1912; thereafter applying

hi msel f so assi duously to advancenent in Masonic work, that within a
few years, he not only became a 32" Degree Scottish Rite Mason and a
Shriner; but was made Master of the MKinley Lodge of Gttumva in 1916;
while in 1920 he founded and becane the first Master of Roosevelt
Masoni ¢ Lodge of Davenport; Furthernore, during such period of Masonic
activity he served a termas Lecturing Knight for the Gand Lodge of

| owa.

Upon U.S. entry in Wrld War |, April 6, 1917, a National Draft
Lottery was conducted from Washi ngton; whereby a series of nunbers was
drawn at random to be applied across the nation by each individual
Draft Board to its own nunbered list of draft registrations to
determne priority in the draft calls. Mner recalled that he had
been at his desk in the Burlington’s Davenport office, on the day of
the National Lottery, when he was thrilled to hear his own | ocal draft
regi stration nunber, announced over the telegraph wires, as the first
nunber drawn in the National Lottery; while singularly, the second
nunber so drawn was that of one of his office associates. A few weeks
| ater, on Septenber 9'", 1917, Mner enlisted in the U S. Arnmy and due
to his know edge of electricity and tel egraphy was assigned to the
Signal Corps; wile shortly thereafter he was placed in officer’s
training, and ninety days |ater was conm ssioned a First Lieutenant in
the Signal Corps, despite his very |imted scholastic training.

Follow ng two years of mlitary service, one year of which was in
France, M ner was honorably discharged fromservice at Fort Dodge,
June 28, 1919, with the rank of Captain; returning to Davenport where
he becane enployed as Wre Chief of the local A T. & T. Systemoffice.
After only a very brief period of enploynent, Mner was chosen to be a
menber of a select commttee of AT&T enpl oyees, drawn from across the
nati on, and del egated by the conpany to spend one nonth in the New
York offices of the System at Conpany expense; for the specific
purpose of fornmulating a constitution and by-laws for the newy

organi zed national association of AT&T enpl oyees. It was during that
mont h as an enpl oyee delegate, in New York City, that M ner becane
personal ly acquainted with many of the top-flight officials of AT&T;
resulting in lasting friendships that served himin good stead over a
peri od of several decades.
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Late in 1919 Mner was invited to teach chem stry at the Pal ner
Col | ege, at Davenport, and in accepting availed hinself of the
opportunity to take up the study of Chiropractic. Upon conpleting the
course in Chiropractic, he was united in marriage, June 28, 1921, to
Mss Stella Elizabeth Breyfogle, of Crown Point, Indiana, who had al so
just graduated fromthe Pal mer School. Were upon the newly wed
Doctors of Chiropractic decided to make their hone in Hammond,

| ndi ana; where they opened offices in the Ruff building. Stella soon
found it necessary to devote her tine and attention to her hone, while
husband “Doc” continued practice; however, with a growng interest in
| ocal civic and political events of that era; wherein the dire need
for a local bus transit systemwas then wi dely discussed. Mner, then
in his early thirties and a born | eader was nost vigorous in his
participation in public matters; and was quick to grasp the idea that
it would be a master stroke, on his part; should he be able to pronote
the granting of bus operation franchises fromthe |ocal city councils
of North Township, w thout the necessity of capital outlay for the
establishing of a bus system |In the furtherance of such purpose,

M ner was able to enlist the support of the Hertz Manufacturing
Conpany, in a plan to furnish ten buses, w thout cash down paynent;

but under a contract whereby the Hertz Conpany would receive a fixed
portion of each days operating cash receipts, in paynent until the
buses had been paid for. Thereby armed with his contract to assure
buses, M ner was able to wangle the necessary operating franchi ses
fromthe Cties; but was also able to secure a bank | oan sufficient to
provi de the funds necessary to begin the operation of buses. The

Cal unet Mot or Coach Conpany, as organi zed and directed by M ner, was
so successful financially that repaynent of the bank |oan and the
nmeeting of the ternms of the Hertz Contract, was assured. The Hertz
conpany al so continued to supply additional buses as needed, under the
sane terns, and with the result that within two years seventy-eight
buses were in operation on the streets of North Township cities and

t owns.

At the tinme that the Mner bus franchises were granted by the
communities concerned; there did not exist in the State of |Indiana a
body aut horized specifically to grant franchi ses and having the power
to regul ate and supervi se bus transportation within the State.
Consequently the Insull Unility Interests were attached by the

out st andi ng success of the Calunet Mtor Coach Conpany; and

i mredi ately acted to persuade the Indiana General Assenbly to create
what becane known as the Indiana State Public Service Conmm ssion, and
endowi ng the new Comm ssion with full and conplete authority in the
matter of bus transportation within the State. Accordi ngly, as the
new Public Service Comm ssion canme into being one of its first acts
was to grant to the newy organi zed Shore Line Mdtor Bus Conpany
(Insull) a full and unlimted franchise to operate notor buses



-5-

anywhere in the area of North Township; which it pronptly proceeded to
do by not only duplicating all of the existing Mner bus routes; but
to do sy by enploying the ruinous practice of providing free
transportation to all of its custonmers, so long as m ght be necessary
to end all conpetition. Thereby was abruptly ended two successf ul
years of operation by the Calunet Mtor Coach Conpany. M ner
petitioned the Federal District Court and was readily granted an
injunction to halt the Insull bus operation. The Insull people
appeal ed to and secured a reversal of the District Court fromthe U S.
Court of Appeals. Mner next appealed to the U S. Suprene Court,
bringing his | egal expense to the $40,000 total; and while after many
nmont hs of agoni zi ng del ay, the H gh Court’s action was to sustain the
| ower Court’s injunction; relief arrived too late for Mner; since he
had al ready been forced to sell out to his conpetitor at what
represented a steal. Mking use of his bus |liquidation proceeds,

M ner built-up a small subdivision of homes in time to be w ped out
financially by the great econom c depression.

It was at this juncture of his career that M ner asked for and
recei ved appointnent to the United States Marshall’s O fice, for the

Northern district of Indiana. It so happened, that as M ner began the
serving of |egal processes, his work often carried himinto sone of
the illegally operating dives and brothels; where he was shocked and

affronted to witness the serving of liquor across the bar, while
conpletely ignoring his presence as a federal officer. Wereupon,

M ner acted summarily to seize the tangi bl e evidence and to nake
arrests in those instance of open and arrogant violation as were such
as to challenge the fighting instincts of a man of Mner’s caliber and
integrity. Accordingly, upon his first appearance in Hamond Feder al
District Court, with a liquor violation case, Judge Thomas W Slick
proceeded, in open court, to adnonish Mner that it was not his
specific duty as a Federal Marshall to enforce the prohibition
statutes; since there was a federal agency, the Prohibition
Enforcenment Unit, charged with that specific duty. Mner imediately
addressed the Court with a request to confer with the Judge, in
chanbers, which was granted; and as soon as they were al one, Mner, as
he later related, spoke to Judge in effect that, he Mner, as a matter
of personal integrity enjoyed the sane degree of respect in his
comunity as would |ikew se be accorded to the Judge; and that he
considered it to be both unfair and below the dignity the Court for
the Judge to criticize an officer of his Court for upholding the | ans
of the United States, anywhere he m ght witness their violation.

Judge Slick readily apol ogi zed and cormmended M ner for his forthright
action in the upholding of the law. Fromthat tine forward Judge
Slick and M ner becane the closest of friends in a relationship that
continued long after both had retired frompublic activity.
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Havi ng thus been aroused to the chall enge posed by prohibition
enforcement, Mner began, in a truly characteristic manner, to nake a
careful study and analysis as to the nost effective nethods to enpl oy
i n aggressive prohibition enforcenment. He becane quickly aware that
search warrants issued by the courts in northern Lake County were
generally tipped-off to the suspected violators before the raiding

officers could reach the site to be raided. Accordi ngly he arranged
to secure search warrants froma south Lake county Justice of the
Peace, who would remain neutral. He also |earned by experience, that

it was often possible to successfully raid the sane |location twice in
one day or the succeedi ng day; since the violator usually assunmed he
woul d not be further nolested until after court arraignment. As the
M ner enforcenment canpai gn gai ned headway, scores of stills, in
cleverly conceal ed and devi ous pl aces, were raided across the northern
section of the State of |ndiana.

M ner had often stated, that it was fool hardy for an officer to make
an arrest or enter upon a raid with a drawn gun or in the act of
drawi ng a gun; he had further remarked that the only tinme that he had
ever found it necessary to nmake use of a gun, is his many hundreds of
raids and arrests, was when he seized a Ft. Wayne brewery operated by
a Capone nobster. He had gone to Ft. Wayne, acconpanied by two
deputies, they carefully cased the brewery property which resenbled a
wal |l ed fortress; having a central courtyard, reached through a | arge
electrically controlled gate. He |earned through reliable police
sources that the brewery nmanager together with two of his aids resided
within the brewery prem ses and sought to maintain guarded security,
continuously around the clock, and that it was the custom of the
operator to drive forth, in his car, about dinner tine each evening,
returning to the security of the brewery about m dnight. Accordingly,
M ner and his nen observed the manager drive out of the brewery about
sun-down, it being a bitterly cold winter night. Shortly thereafter,
and by neans of a clever ruse, Mner and his deputies seized the
brewery, arrested the two i nnmates and proceeded to await the eventual
return of its operator. Near m dnight the brewery manager drove his
Cadillac car up to the gate and sounded its horn to signal admttance;
wher eupon the gate opened as usual, and as the car entered the
courtyard, the gate closed behind it and M ner rushed, fromcover, to
the car and opened the driver’s door; whereupon the nobster hurriedly
reached inside his heavy top-coat desperately drawing his fun froma
shoul der hol ster; but as is right hand, grasping the gun, energed from
under his top-coat; Mner, alerted by the gangsters attenpt to draw,
had al so gone for his gun, and grasping it by the barrel, used it as a
club to strike a heavy bl ow across the wist of the gangsters gun
hand, thereby knocking the gun fromhis grasp; while at the sanme tine
fracturing and lacerating his wist. Wthin the hour M ner arraigned
the nobster before the U S. Comm ssioner, at Fort Wayne; who deni ed
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hi m bail bond due to the fact that he had drawn a gun and he was
ordered confined in the Allen County jail; which was undergoing
structural renodeling and was extrenely drafty in the then bel ow zero
tenperature prevailing without. The case of the brewery manager was
abruptly ended when he was stricken with pneunonia and died in the
jail. Early in Mner's career as a federal officer, he was presented
wth a warrant for service on a man at LaFayette, Indiana. Upon
reachi ng LaFayette, he visited the city police station and requested
that an officer be assigned to acconpany him but the police said that
they had no officer available; so he proceeded to the Sheriff’'s office
where he made a |ike request and received the sane answer. Thereupon
he inquired his way to the given address and was directed down a
renote road al ong the Wabash River. It was then after nightfall, when
his car reached what proved to be a notorious dive in an obscure

| ocation, housed in an old frame type store building, with heavily

bl i nded wi ndows. Mner, halted his car directly in front, stepped out
and rapped on what appeared to be the entrance door; whereupon a snall
w cket opened and a mand i nquired what he wanted? Mner replied that
he was a federal officer with a warrant. The next question asked was,
are you alone? Mner responded yes, and it then becane apparent that
soneone was peering fromfirst one then another w ndow, seeking to
verify the fact that he was actually alone. Next the door opened and
he was admtted to a poorly equi pped bar-room where sone ten

questi onabl e | ooki ng characters were | oungi ng about. M ner then read
the warrant and the wanted man declared that he did not intend to go

with him to which Mner replied forcefully, - “Brother you are
going,” the subject hesitated for what seened to be a | ong nonent, and
then stated to the effect, - alright I will go with you because you

had the guts to cone after nme alone; and that despite the fact that it
is well known in these parts that | have often vowed to shoot it out
with any posse of | awman who mght try to arrest ne; whereupon, he
extended his arnms to be shackled; but Mner shook his head and said
hand-cuffs are unnecessary, you have given ne you word.

There was al so an incident, when Mner and his deputies seized 5000
gal l ons of grain alcohol, in 5 gallon cans, and proceeded to enpty the
sane down the sewer drain. The owner as he watched becane nentally
di straught, begging first that M ner accept $500 and then $1000 to
spare its destruction. Mner warned himto shut-up and desist; but
when the sorely distracted owner raised his offer to $5000, M ner
decided it was tine to nake an exanple of him to deter others; so he
pl aced an additional charge against him of attenpted bribery, and it
has been said that the would be briber was the first to be convicted
and serve prison tine, for attenpted bribery, in the history of the
courts of northern | ndiana.
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As the great financial depression, which began in 1929, deepened and
continued to spread its econom c devastation across the nation; the
begi nning of the year 1932 found Harold E. “Doc” M ner conpletely
liquidated in so far as his econom c resources were then concerned.
However a man of reasonably good health, having a wife and two young
children | ooking to himfor support, does not accept defeat w thout a
further struggle. Such was then the |lot of Doc Mner (as he was
henceforth known and called by all who knew him who had only recently
been forced out of a lucrative transit business by a powerful

nmonopol y; then to be liquidated as a subdi vider and buil der through
the financial debacle precipitated by dire econom c depression; only
to be forced out of the Marshall’s office by the intrigue generated by
the political backfire, which resulted fromthe arrest and conviction
of the mayors of both Gary and East Chicago together with nmany of
their henchnen; through the prohibition enforcenent crack-down
instituted by action of Marshall M ner; whereby the expense accounts
having to do with the transport, care and feedi ng of federal prisoners
were tied up in Washington by politically notivated red-tape.

It was at this dark hour, back in those discouragi ng days of the great
depression, that Doc M ner and his neighbor and friend Ralph M (R p)
Dunn; both victins of and sorely battered by econom c circunstance;
deci ded to pool their neager resources, totaling next to nothing.
Accordingly, Messer’s Mner & Dunn opened their first hanmburger shop
on May 19, 1932, at 5440 Cal unet Avenue, Hammond, Indiana, and at a

ti me when there was not one bank operating within a city that had
boast ed seven banks only a few years previously. Their newly acquired
enporiumwas an ol d residence the front of which had been renodel ed
into a retail shop and which they rented for $25 per nonth. This
snack shop was neagerly fitted with used fixtures; consisting of a
counter having six stools, a gas fired griddle, a two door wooden
refrigerator that could acconmopdate a 50# bl ock of ice, and a snal
sink. This small shop so equi pped, was newy and freshly papered and
pai nted, having a cheap print but new |linoleumon the counter room
floor; it having been thus fitted and equi pped by two brothers, the
unenpl oyed; but who had just been called back to their resuned jobs
and had put up their newly prepared snack-shop for sale, at the asking
sum of $100. Upon carefully assessing their cash holdings that m ght
be considered available for investnent, Mner and Dunn canme up with
the sum of $80 cash capital; and thereupon nade a firmoffer of $50 as
is, for the snack shop and to include two weeks, unused but prepaid
rental. This offer was readily accepted by the sellers, which left

t he buyers with $30 cash working capital. It is further notable that
such cash capital outlay represented all the capital investnent ever
to be made in a business that was to eventually gross annual sales in
excess of $2, 000, 000. 00; however, the gross sales for the opening day
of May 19, 1932 totaled $7.85; wile it was tragically remarkabl e that
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j obl ess persons seeking to exchange | abor for only a bite to eat, al
but out nunbered the paying custoners.

It was al nost two years later, February 1934, that M ner-Dunn opened
their second shop at 1732 East 79'" Street, Chicago, Illinois. In
Septenber 1935, the third M ner-Dunn shop was opened at the Northwest
Corner of 53'% & Bl ackstone Avenue, Chicago, and which was |ater noved
to what becane the fourth hanburger shop location, in July 1936, at
80'" & Ashl and Avenue, Chicago. In January 1937 M ner-Dunn acquired
their fifth shop |ocation, when they purchased the restaurant in the
Tivoli Theatre building on Fifth Avenue, Gary, Indiana; while |later
that year, during the sumrer, the original Mner-Dunn shop was noved a
few doors south in the same bl ock to 5452 Cal unet Avenue, Hammond. In
July 1938, shop nunber six was opened at 5319 Homan Avenue, Hanmond,
whi | e shop number seven was opened at 119'" & Oiver Streets, in
Whiting, in June 1940. During the Fall of 1941, Al bert Pick & Co.
sought to interest Mner-Dunn in a finely equi pped restaurant | ocated
in the first storeroom East of the Northeast Corner storeroomat 439 &
Lake Pare Avenue, Chicago; which they had been obliged to forecl ose
for resale. Follow ng negotiations, Mner-Dunn proposed a deal to

pur chase, based upon a six nonths optional trial |ease, which was
agreed to by Picks. Thereby M ner-Dunn opened at their eighth

| ocation in Septenber 1941; while World War |1 becane a reality in
Decenber 1941 and M ner-Dunn deened it wise to exercise its option to
cancel its |ease, when faced by the uncertainties of War.

Wth its rationing of both food and supplies together with its
priorities and shortages of man-power; War presented m ner-Dunn, |nc
with a new wi dening variety of operational problens. A few nonths
followng US. entry in the War, Mner felt a conpunction to offer his
services to the Arny Signal Corps for the training of tel egraphers and
comuni cations personnel, a field in which he was expertly famliar.
H s offer was readily accepted and M ner was assigned, as a civilian,
to conduct training classes of Arny Corpsnen at the Armour (IIlinois)
Institute of Technol ogy, in Chicago, being so engaged for a little
nmore than a year; at which tinme he was offered and accepted Comm ssion
as a Mpjor, but for which he was unable to qualify physically;

wher eupon he resuned hi s busi ness associ ati on.

In March 1943, M ner-Dunn was invited by the Inland Steel Conpany to
provide a food service within their total |ndiana Harbor Wrks; in
order to enable their workers to secure rationed food on their job

| ocations, thereby making it unnecessary to provide their |unches from
their hone supply of rationed food. During the ensuing seventeen
years that M ner-Dunn served the Inland enpl oyees; the services grew
and expanded to the point and to such an extent that the sales vol une
for the final year of the Mner-Dunn food service, 1960, totaled
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$2, 038,000.00. It also began the furnishing of over-tinme |unches,
alone, to the Witing Refinery of the Standard G| Conpany, bought and
paid for by the Conpany. Early, during the period of its industrial
catering M ner-Dunn had closed or sold all of its hanburger shops; due
first of all to the problens of supply and enploynent it tinme of \War;
and secondly due to the high volune of in-plant food service, Mner-
Dunn had at various tines also conducted in-plant feeding in the

pl ants of Ceneral - Anrerican, Continental Foundry, Sinclair Refinery and
t he Hammond Brass Works. It was during the industrial feeding era
that Mner-Dunn’s offices were |located in |Indiana Harbor, and that doc
M ner becane a charter nenber and served as the third President of the
East Chicago Rotary Club. It was also during the War period and for
several years thereafter that M ner was very active in his
participation in Republican political affairs; both at the |ocal and
State levels; having served at one tinme as the First District Chairman
and a nenber of the Republican State Central Conmttee. It was in
1943 that M ner upon returning hone for a Republican State Commttee
nmeeting, in Indianapolis. That he remarked to his partner Dunn that he
t hought that Homer Capehart, who was then also a nenber of the State
commttee, would nmake a splendid candidate for the United States
Senat e and Dunn remarked “Why not urge himto becone a candi date?”;
wher eupon M ner dictated a letter to Capehart so urging his candi dacy.
The next day M ner received a tel ephone call from Capehart asking

M ner to have lunch with himthe foll ow ng day at the Union League
Club, in Chicago. Wen Mner returned fromthe Chicago conference
with Capehart, he stated that Homer was now a candidate for the Untied
States Senate. Mner was a delegate to the 1940 Republican Nati onal
Convention at Phil adel phia, that nom nated Wendell Wlkie as its

presi dential candidate. However, M ner was an ardent supporter of
Thomas E. Dewey for the nomi nation as the party standard bearer; while
the I ndiana del egation, previously partial to Dewey, was sorely

di vided and actually enbarrassed by the el event h-hour candi dacy of

Wl kie, a native son of Indiana. On the convention night that the

nom nati ng speeches were in progress, and as congressman Hal | eck
finished his speech placing Wlkie in nomnation and the WIKkie
denonstration parade was form ng; the radi o announcer stated that
there was a pitched battle raging in the Indiana del egation for
possession of its standard, in what appeared to be an attenpt to
prevent the Indiana standard frombeing carried in the WI ki e parade
denonstrations; next norning’s Chicago Tribune, inits front page
account of convention proceedi ngs, stated, that Harold E. M ner of
Hammond, | ndi ana, had prevented the Indiana standard from bei ng

di splayed in the WI ki e parade.

Doc M ner was a man of good norals and high integrity, and although
the Mner famly were Presbyterians, Doc was not known as a deeply
religious man; but was often wont to remark, that his religion was
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based on “The | aws of conpensation and the Golden Rule.” An incident
that occurred at the Chicago 79'" Street, M ner-Dunn shop, in about
1938, was truly typical of the doc M ner phil osophy, quick thinking
and picturesque manner of expression. Mner was struggling with a

pi ece of equipnment, in what proved to be an exasperating attenpt to
make sone formof repair or adjustnent; while supplenenting his effort
with sonme choice profanity; whereas a young nal e enpl oyee who was both
listening to and observing the hassle, spoke up to say, “M. Mner,
don’t you want to go to heaven?”, “Not if all the S-O-Bs are there who
think they are going,” flashed back the Mner reply.

In July 1948, Mner withdrew fromthe M ner-Dunn Organization to join
with his son John Holton (Jack) Mner, in the establishnent of an

el ectronics firm in Hammond; the Mner Electronics, Inc. with

of fices, laboratory and warehouse situated at 7331 Cal unet Avenue; and
secured fromthe Mtorola Corporation a franchise for the
installations, maintenance and servicing of their public address and
communi cations systens, now in operation in the major industrial

pl ants, refineries, business, police, fire and nunerous other business
and governnental agencies of the Caul nent Regi on; and whi ch busi ness
has grown and devel oped into a sizable and highly inportant as well as
| ucrative business. The business is now under the direction and
control of son Jack, who is a graduate of Purdue University in

el ectrical engineering; and resides with his wfe Helen Kuhn M ner, at
238 Bel nont Avenue, Munster; together with their four children,

Jani ce, Jeffery, Joel and John.

Ms. Stella Breyfogle Mner continues to reside in the famly home at
8254 Northcote Avenue, Munster; while daughter, Ms. Lois Mary
Scroggs, a graduate of Indiana University in business adm nistrations;
resides with her husband LeRoy Russell Scroggs, at Lake Mbhawk,
Sparta, New Jersey; together with their three children, Carol, Kenton
and Claudia. M. Scroggs is an airline Captain with the Untied
Airlines.

Most respectfully submtted,
By a long tine business partner, friend and

admrer
Ral ph M Il er Dunn

SOURCE: Transcribed from photocopy of original docunent



